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Presi dent 0s Me

Dear FLAG Members, www.sengifted.orpfor a joint learning July 1719 event coming soon!

While 2008 ended on a high experienceMission Possibile Orlando,
note for the Florida gifted community ~ July 1719, 2009. FLAG will not hold a Share FLAG membership information
with the successful NAGC Tampa fall conference in October 2009 with fellow gifted advocates. An d é
Conference 0Growinhgo®evéerdai RLABe 0st rremember, ALAG niefmbers &p\N G
Sunshine Statedé i nSudmitvdllipmvide antoppertunityafar reduced membership rates to NAGC!
reaching implications of the end of year FLAG and other Florida presenters to
economic meltdown have touched all  share information with the national Make a donation to the Scobee
organizations i n 2 audiénéeiexpectedtd attend theFelrentr i Sthmlarship Fund.College bound
Association for the Gifted. In addition to the FLAG students need our assistance now, more

strand for Florida presenters, special than ever. Contact Anne Faivus at

Chall enges & Oppor FLA® événisatshé SENG Summit will  faivus@palmbeach.k12.fl.us
include the FLAG Annual Meeting, FLAG
Awards, and a 0s howolantertocdrve ondh&lAE 6 f or
committee. Even i f youdve
involved before, now is the time to
contact one of the committee chairs
(publications, conference, parent,
awards, membership, advocacy, special

First, know that FLAG
continues to be a viable organization  Florida gifted teachers. Further
dedicated to the support of gifted information will be posted at
education and gifted children, families, www.flagifted.orgs the planning
and educators. At the same time, like  progresses.
other entities in this fiscally challenging The collaboration between
era, it is necessary that FLAG-edign SENG & FLAG will provide a unique populations) and volunteer to get
some of our practices so that we may  opportunity beyond what previous involved. We welcome new people and
continue to provide the expected level FLAG conferences have typically been  new ideas!
of services to our members. able to offer. Because SENG prioritizes

During 2008 steps were the recognizing, understanding, and Continue your membership to FLAG.
begun so that FLAG would become a  accepting the unique social and Since membership dues are essential to
0l eanerdé organi zat enwtonal neddeof thewitad population, FL AGds financial vi
newsletter was moved to an online the conference will include a focus support of FLAG is critical so that we
format to allow a wider distribution and beyond educational issues and include  may continue providing scholarships and
reduce the cost of printing and postage. sessions for educators, parents, minigrants, as well as hosting FLAG
Al so, beginning i ngr&n6@parénts, memal health r o n i c devents.
meetings began to replace some of the professionals, gifted adults, gifted teens,
regularly scheduled meetings of the and gifted children. In fact, the 2009 Your ideas and input
FLAG Board in order to reduce Board SENG / FLAG Summit is for the entire
costs. Heading into the new year, the  family! While adults attend multiple As you have ideas for
2009 FLAG Budget was carefully sessions focused upon the needs and improving the functions of FLAG, |
scrutinized by your Board and re challenges facing the gifted population, encourage you to contact me or one of
aligned to the current financial times.  children and teens may attend sessions our Regional Coordinators.

Perhaps the most visible tailored especially for their age levels and Florida Association for the
change you will see for FLAG in 2009 is interests. Gifted will continue to be YOUR state
the change in format f oltrsodr bircerdchbpt tBdt the organization in support of gifted
annual meeting and conference. While SENG Summit will provide gifted educationéchildren,
in most past years, FLAG has held an  educators, advocates, parents, and educators.
annual fall conference in October, the  families with all the opportunities for Thank you for all you do in
Board determined in January that an learning, sharing, and fun that have been support of gifted education in Florida.
alternate arrangement must be made  a part of past FLAG events.
for 2009 in order to be fiscally
responsible during these difficulttimes A Call t o Actioné
when travel restrictions threaten
potential educator attendance and make What can YOU do as a
it impossible for FLAG to hold a stand  supporter of gifted education?
alone fall conference.

Whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt
the universe is unfolding as it should
~Max Ehrmann

Sincerely,
Invite a friend, family member, or ?/ ‘Bﬂ ZM_ A

A New Opportuni ty écolleague tojoinyou at the July 2009

SENG Summitin Orlando.A 0 ¢ a | | LatirbKirsch

proposal sé6 is | inkeResitlenpPreTénrhi s news |l et

for potential FLAG Strand presenters. Florida Association for the Gifted
Watch for more information about the

FLAG has been invited to
join SENG (Supporting the Social &
Emotional Needs of Gifted


mailto:faivus@palmbeach.k12.fl.us
http://www.sengifted.org
http://www.flagifted.org
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DOE Updat e:

Twenty three applicati on syeakfedseshntaditidad etk yBudtd Pad forS U

program were received by the Department of hosting the review meeting in Bartow at the Jim
Education in December and the Review Team has metMiles Professional Development

to assess the applications and make recommendationsCenter. Recommendations from the team will

for funding. Thanks toDovie Bass (formerly with now be forwarded to the DOE leadership for
Gilchrist, Alachua and Levy Countiegjillis review and approval. We anticipate making an
Henderson (Escambiakiolly Melchiori  (Indian official announcement sometime in late March or
River),Suzanne Rawlins (Volusia)Pam Sudzina early April.

(Polk) andDr. Chris Weber (UNF) for serving as
reviewers and giving their time over the holidays to
read applications and rate them for strengths and

) ] Contdat: Christine Wébh@versity of Northern |
ing On Gifted IssuesEmail: cweber@unf.edu

WOGI will begin the New Additionally, the WOGI Two new courses are in
Year with a new format for our WOGI Regionals, traditionally held in the falhe final stages of development for
website! Take a momentand checkitbut del ayed t hi sthe200® sumoher sessiom THel o r

out at www.unfwogi.com We think opportunity to host the annual courses are Education of Special
you will be pleased with the ease of NAGC Conference, are scheduled Populations of Gifted Students and
navigation and new look. to begin with the first meeting in Theory and Development of

As with the calendar, this  Palm Beach County on January 9 ari@teativity for the Gifted. Both
year ds WOGI i ni t i thelasvor Bebraary® at PsEC o h ¢Gourses begin May 25, 2009 with

along. Two sets of regional meetings Chipley. Each meeting is scheduledregistration deadlines dflay 8,

have been scheduled to support from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The dates2009. Please note that earlier
colleagues in providing quality gifted locations and driving directions to communications listed Guidance and
services statewide. Facilitator Jodi  each location can be found on the Counseling of Gifted Students and

Od6 Mear a, in coll awebsatfenuwdeh t he@reatviyeaetheisumgnerdffetingsb .
FLAG regional coordinators, has Facilitator Karen Hairston, provided however, it was decided to delay
completed five of the seven regional an agenda to district coordinators ofCounseling to a later date.

meetings related to the gifted gifted programs in the December The WOGI Advisory
endorsement courses. These meeting#ighlights in Florida Gifted Work Group held it second meeting
have been attended by instructors of Education. Coordinators of gifted on January 15, 2009. The members
the endorsement coursesThe programs are asked to RSVP to  are working to develop more
meetings have been a valuable platforiaren Hairston at examples of the 0
for discussions regarding effortsto  kkarston@aol.com Liked originally
update the current gifted endorsement In the continued effortto O6 Mear a f or goal s

modules. Feedback related to the provide support and options for theFl ori dads H2 ame
resources, strengths, needs as well asFlorida teachers to obtain the gifted Gifted Learner§hey will be available

the relationship to the NAGC endorsement online, WOGI, in at the website when completed.
Professional Development standards c ol | abor ati on with BSawar dbse Yt &
has been discussed at each of these University, is offering Curriculum & 8, 2009. The annual WOGI
meetings.Data have also been Development for the Gifted Institute will be held in St. Augustine

gathered in relation to the instruction beginning March 16, 2009. The cosat the Marriott World Golf Village.
and delivery of the modules in each  of the course is $240. Deadline for Plans are being made to make this

county represented. This feedback andegistration isMarch 2,2009. To year ds | nstitute
data will be used directly in the efforts register: and meaningful opportunity for

to update the modules. Currently the coordinators of gifted programs. Dr.
Curriculum Development for the Gifted § G to https:/ Julia L. Roberts is tentatively
module is being updated using broward.gosignmeup.com scheduled as our main presenter.

Check the website for upcoming

information from these meetings. The q
information.

communication and networking with Go to My Account to create

) . an account
other instructors has been invaluable ) .
according to the meeting Click on State Gifted (Non-  Remember to visit the newly
evaluations. For a listing of the times Broward) revised WOGI website at
and places of the last two meetings to { Gifted and thenCurriculum www.unfwogi.com
take place in the spring of 2009, visit Development/Gifted

the WOGI website.


https://broward.gosignmeup.com
https://broward.gosignmeup.com
http://www.unfwogi.com/
http://www.unfwogi.com

Advocacy Report

There is little in this bill
to recommend and is largely a
teaction @ thelresalts af the mi c
ORPA@Acstudyicampléted two  t
years ago. The reporting
requirements would be very
expensive and labentensive for
districts to implement as they
would require reporting of data
elements that some districts do not
even have (e.g., number of regular
plan vs. Plan B students placed as
gifted).

| believe that there is
merit in the sections having to do
with teacher education and with a
requirement that each district have
a provision for grade skipping
acceleration in its Student
Progression Plan.

In early February, Rep.
Legg (RPort Richey) filed a bill
orelating to gif
talented student
Florida House of Representatives
(HB 835. Sen. Wise (R
Jacksonville) filed a senate
companion £B 187)on February
18. This is the same bill filed by
Rep. Legg last year that saw no
action (it was never even heard in
committee). According to Terry
Wilson, Director of the Florida
Gifted Network, Legg filed the bill
as a starting point expecting it to
be amended if ever heard.

The bill would require
several things including:

9 Extensive reporting
requirements for districts The task force proposed
regarding details of gifted in the bill anticipates setting up
student placement and the kinds another category of ESE service,
of services they are receiving. 0 Academi cally Ta

1 A requirement to give writen W' ! t €ro6s opinion
notice to all parents regarding thls category.cou.ld spe]l the end of
gifted eligibility requirements gifted education in Florida as we
and how to request evaluation, N@Vve long known it. There are

1 Makes mandatory district already adequate provisions for

L ) coacademically ta
policies on acceleration and :
- the state in the form of advanced
annual reports of acceleration

to DOE. academic programs such as AP or

} IB programs at the second level,
9 Requires that stat@pproved
teacher education programs
include information about gifted
identification and differentiation.
1 Mandates that districts report
the amount expended on the
education of students included money (as would this would have a
in the ESE guaranteed allocationprice tag to the districts and for the
including the amount expended  state paying for task force
on gifted education KL.2. expenses).
fSets up a o0Gi fted aAitthispoint the budget
Academically Talented Student should be viewed by FLAG
Task Forced t o memlkess asthe priority. All
recommendations regarding the programs, including some gifted
gifted rul e,
for academically talented across the state. Unless federal
student cl| assi feaduaionistonnlysdlollaasreacha |

special state funding.

Considering the almost
impossibly difficult budget times, it
is doubtful that the legislature will

screening procedures for these Florida, districts may be facing even

two categories, and model
programs.

deeper cuts after the regular
session of the legislature closes in
May.

FLAG members are
strongly urged to contacyour
Florida House and Florida Senate
members* inmediatelywith the

and these programs already receive

pass any legislation that would cost

0 eserviaps, &re targets ¢f budgeticutse r i

Contdstisan Barnes

PAGE 3

Email: barness@ mail.leon:k12:fl.us

following message: Avoid balancing

the budget shortfall on exceptional
adudation students Do not cut
fureding to the ESE guaranteed
allocation disproportionately to the
Basic Student Allocation cuts. In
addition, urge them to develop
some durable and reliable revenue
streams (e.g., eliminating numerous
exemptions for sales taxes,
increasing tax on cigarettes) rather
than relying on tourist revenue to
fund education.

Place gphone calto the
local district offices of your
representative and senator and
leave the message for the legislator
If you know your legislator or their
legislative assistant, then make the
call to their Tallahassee office. Or
drop in to their local office with
your message. If you absolutely do
not have the time to call or if you
ta# and getth.cantinuolistbusy s
signdl, gd aheadlandsera anyemal
However,a phone call is much
more effective than an email
*To find your membersenter your
Zip+4 at the bottom of column on
the leftt A&cde§gostactu dent s
information for Representatives
andSenate contact information
through these links.

in



http://www.flsenate.gov/Welcome/index.cfm?CFID=119720589&CFTOKEN=27995142
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/representatives.aspx
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/representatives.aspx
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Mode=Member%20Pages&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&CFID=119720589&CFTOKEN=27995142
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0835__.xml&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0835&Session=2009
http://www.flsenate.gov/data/session/2009/Senate/bills/billtext/pdf/s1870.pdf
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A rd Contakitine S. Faivu
Wa. S Email: faivus@palmbeach

The Awards Committee has worked long Scobee Scholarships were awarded
and hard to determine the winners of the FLAG to Shane McKibben of Melbourne and
awards for 2008009. The awards include two Greta Schneider - Herr of Goodland. The
Scobee Scholarships for $1000 each, a-Knant MiniGrant was awarded t&usan Crate

Award for a teacher of the gifted, an Excellence in  Babish of St. Augustine. Excellence in

Creative Teaching Award, and the Nicholas Green Creative Teaching was awarded $usan

Distinguished Student Award. Campbell of Palm Beach. The Nicholas
Green Distinguished Student honor was
awarded toEmily Horne of Oviedo.

Special Populations c- e,

Presentation at the 2008 National Black Child A new dimension has

NAGC Development Institute been added to MSAN, in the
Annual Convention 39" Annual Conference (NBCIpI appointment ofJoshua Aronson

Having Our Say: to the team. Joshua Aronson.

A Memorable Morning The National Black ChildAssociate  Professor in  the
Development Institute  AnnuaDepartment of Applied

Having Our Say: @Bonference (NBCDI) will be heldPsychology, internationally

Memorable Morning/as the title of aat the Hyatt Regency Atlanta imecognized for his research on
presentation given at the 200&tlanta, Florida on October 227, 0 st er eot ype t hr e
National Association For Gifted2009. The conference theme istudent achievement, has beer
Children Convention in TampaCul ti vati ng G e appointedtd seraegon theeNationtalr
Florida byLois Lee andJo Glover. Possibilities. This premier Academy of Sciences/National
This session featured 15 uppgrofessional development traininBe s ear c h Counci
elementary and secondary giftetbnference is designed for earl$trategic Education Research Pla
students from Hillsborough Countychildhood, elementary and middIESERP) Committee. The
Public Schools in Tampa, Florida. Thehool educators anccommittee is charged  with
students responded to interviewadministrators, social workersgesigning and implementing a-15
questions and engaged in dialoghealth practitioners, researchergjear initiative to strengthen K2

covering key concepts of giftednesand parents. The sessions weéducation in the United States.
talent, image management, theover skills and strategies to helpronson will be working with

labeling dilemma, a need famprove outcomes for childrenSERP & s Mi nor it
friendship, cultural alienation, pee¥specially lowncome, immigrantAchievement Network, which
pressure, and fear of the future. Margnd ethnic minorities. examines ways of boosting the
in the audience lingered after the  Website:www.nbcdi.org engagement and performance of
presentation to converse with us ané®h: 8085562234 or 2028332220 disadvantaged students anc
the students. It seemed obvious they narrowing the achievement gap.
were pleased that this dialogue with Minority Student Achievement For more information
the students took place. Network (MSAN) about MSAN or if your district
We want to give a special might be interested in joining the
thanks toDeborah Barron , Magnet You have been providedNetwork, contact the Executive

Specialist from Tampa, Florida Publiith updates on MSAN at variou®irector, Dr. Madeline Hafner
Schools and Dr. Lauri Kirsch , times and you may recall thatitisat the Wisconsin Center for
President of Florida Association afoalition of 25 multiracial urbanEducation Research, University of

the Gifted, for their assistance. Thisuburban school districts acrosg/isconsinMadison, at
presentation would not have beebh he Uni t ed St atneafner@Wibceedu or e 608262 k
possible without their help. mission is to discover, develop ant65

implement the means to ensure
high academic achievement for
students of color specifically
African American and Latino
students.


http://www.nbcdi.org/
mailto:mhafner@wisc.edu

FLAG Special Election

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

A special election will be held to fill the position of President
Elect on the Florida Association for Gifted (FLAG) executive board.
The commitment will entail two and onlealf years as PresideBktect
followed by two years as President and two additional years as Past
President. Since the position is a letegm promise to the gifted
learners of Florida, FLAG will be seeking an experienced professional ~*
parent who is in good standing as a member of FLAG.
Included in the nomination should be the following items:

1 Name of the person making the nomination.
(Selfnomination is permitted.)

9 Nomi needs name

9 Nomi needs address

9 Nomi needs contact i nformati ol
9 Nomi needs stated interest I n
9 Nomi needs experience with gi!
1 A short biography that will be made available to voters with the

ballot. A small black and white photograph (2x3) may be
included, if desired.

To make a nomination, the individual should be aware of the
nomination and agree to serve in the position. Nominations may be
sent to Suzanne Rawlins, Past Presiderstatlins@volusia.k12.fl.0s
mailed to Suzanne Rawlins, Gifted Program Administrator, 200 N. Clara
Avenue, Brewster Center, DeLand, Florida 32720. Deadline for
submission idMarch 30, 2009.

Opportunities to serve the gifted learners of Florida are cherished
moments. We hope that all those of interest will not hesitate to step
forward at this time.

PAGE 5


mailto:srawlins@volusia.k12.fl.us
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Regional Reports
Region |: Northwest "z,

Bay, Escambia, Holmes, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Walton & Washington Counties

Region 1 gifted basic curriculumynderachieving gifted, androm several Panhandle districts,
representatives participated in the firstthe highly gifted will have an University of West Floriddaculty,
two Response to Interventions (Rtl)  opportunity for progress. Districts gifted endorsement instructors, and
workshopsconducted by the havebeen encouraged to include gifted classroom teachersEach of the
FloridaDepartment of EducationThe representatives in their Rtl leadership modules was discussed as well the
Rtl model is a mukliiered approach to teams. National Association for Gifted
provide high quality instruction and The January 30, 2009 Region 1 Children StandardsPositive input was
intervention matched to student needshosted the WOGIRegionaGGifted generated from all participants.

(FDOE, 2008).With this mandate, Endorsement Course SessioRacilitator
gifted students who neethore than the Jodi O'Meara listen to representatives

Region 2: North Central ===z

Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Hamilton, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Leon, Liberty, MadiSonti€&iwanee

Region Il in cesponsorship Weber, 6 Ta ki ng St eps tansidbtimgeréconimeraling the closure of
with Leon County Schools Exceptionalleeds of Parents of Gifted Students in the Academic Resource Center, the
Student Education Departmentand F|l or i da, 6 i n whi chdsher drgitédermichmaht cBv@G |
the Academic Resource Center PTO initiatives including the results of parent which has been in existence since 1972.
held a highly successful Annual workshops and the gifted frameworks. At the symposium, Ward Spisso,
Symposium on Gifted Education for Dr. Weber also presented a twour Director of Exceptional Student
Parents and Teachers on Saturday, wor ks hop f ®esigring a ¢ h Eduction for Leon County Schools,
January 24th in Tallahassee. Sevent§ffective Rubrics for Classroom Use withreported what he knew about possible
seven parents and seven teachersfragii f t ed St udent s. 0 Gldsingplansane answeee questiorn |

four Region Il school districts other sessions from which parents could from parents. ARC Parents are

attended, and event evaluations also choose. currently organizing to give information

completed by participants were Budget cuts may be negatively and feedback to the superintendent and

uniformly glowing. affecting the delivery of elementary giftecboard members to prevent the closure
The meeting began with a services in the future in Leon County  of the ARC.

keynote address bipr. Christine Schools. The superintendent is

Region 3: Northeast = ™=,

Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Citrus, Clas, Columbia, Dixie, Duval, Gilchrist, Levy, Marion, NassauieButnam, St.

Region Il met in Gainesvilleparents with resources on a variety of Please contadDovie Bass at
on December 5, 2008. District topics that is supplemented by hard coplyassd@atlantic.ndbr more information
representatives discussed the need fonaterials and local information. The and meeting dates.
providing parents with more intent is to create a basic presentation
informational resources. Although  that can be the basis for parent meetings
regional parent meetings have been in the individual districts. When possible,
well attended, the meetings have not district representatives will assist with
been successful in reaching many  presentations in neighboring districts.
parents who live distances away from The next meeting is scheduled
the meeting sites. A collaborative plafor March 6, 2009 at Kimball Wiles
was initiated to develop an internet Elementary School in Gainesville at 10:00
based presentation that provides a.m.


mailto:bassd@atlantic.net

Region 4: East Central™ .

Brevard, Flagler, Indian River, Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Sumter & Volusia Counties

Members of the Regional IV support across the region for gifted 1 in Cape Canaveral (Brevard County)
team met in December and February teoordinators in the districts. Especially and the Odyssey of the Mind State
discuss upcoming events and other  worthy of note are some expected Tournament at University of Central

issues of shared interest. Included in changes to services and awareness of Florida (Orange County) April 4.

the discussions were plans for offeringgifted issues in Osceola County, which Regional trainings for coaches of teams
endorsement courses, new DOE rulesexpects to see a notable increase in for both of these competitions have
affecting Gifted Education, results fromdentified gifted students for the 206 been occurring throughout the year.

continuing efforts to reduce school year. Orlando will also play host to
disproportionality and plans for Other upcoming events include the Project CREATE Expo during
advocacy for Gifted students. the Future Problem Solving Program Statengineering Week (February $820)

There is a continuing web of Competition, to be held March 28 April Project CREATE (Creative Response

. ion Coordipatdiusselman
- jmusselm@pasco.k12.fl.us
DeSoto, Hardee, Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk & Sarasota Counties

Region V last met on Januaryto increase its elementary level gifted  study on reading and math.

13", Hillsborough County continues itsnclusion model by 6 additional schools Polk County had an

school wide this school year. Pasco is also evaluatingvaluation conducted by Dr. Mathews
Reading enrichment model fof"and  how its current reading series is impactingnd continues to work with the

5" grades. Hillsborough is also the learning gains of its elementary giftedSifted Frameworks. Polk is also in
continuing to implement the Renzulli  They are also in the process of developirtge process of redesigning its
Learning systems and is currently on-line endorsement courses. curriculum maps to address the needs
available in all of their Title | schools. Pinellas has been focusing on tlod its gifted students.

They are also pursuing participation insocial/emotional needs of their gifted

the NRC student on reading and students. It is also pursuing a middle

teachers of gifted. school, which will serve gifted students full

Pasco County has continued time. It is also participating in the NRC

Region 6: Southwest "«

Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Highlands & Lee Counties

Lee County in Region 6 hosted thgroup and the networking was most Region 6 FLAG Coordinators
WOGI Training for the gifted beneficial. met briefly together during the WOGI
endorsement instructors on 12/10/08. Region 6 FLAG Coordinators Regional in Manatee County on 1/12/09.

It was an outstanding session with Meeting was scheduled for 1/16/09, but
opportunity for discussion and helpful postponed until 2/6/09 in Lee County
leadership from) o d i O & Manw rafier discussion at the WOGI Regional.
commented that we had never met as a

Region 7: Southeast ™ e

Broward, Martin, Mbanh, Monroe, Okeechobee, Palm Beach & St. Lucie Counties

On February 6th, Miami  focused on units of study which utilizeearnerds the product of the
Dade County Public Schools hostetihe gifted differentiation strategies of Working on Gifted Issues (WOGI)
a workshop entitledCurriculum acceleration, enrichment, compactingyrant, funded by the State of
Frameworks and Units for and projectbased learning. Florida, Department of Education. It
Gifted. Teachers of the gifted Finally, teachers had an provides a framework for
attending had the opportunity to  opportunity to learn more about the developing and designing
network and plan with teachers  Stateadopted curriculum frameworksdifferentiated learning experiences
implementing gifted programs for gifted students.This document, for gifted students. Approximately.
district-wide. Session activities Fl ori dat6s H2Gifrag w d50keachdrsparticipated.



~" Teachers of the Gifted

Seeking Floridaos Gi fte
Try these training links...

Dr. Gillian Eriksson
http://education.ucf.edu/qgifted/

Dr. Elizabeth Shaunessy

http://www outreach.usf.edu/gradcerts/certinfo.asp?ccode=XGF

Dr. Laura Tissington
http://www.giftedep.com/index.html

Dr. Christine Weber

http://www.unfwogi.com/index.html

Calling all gifted education teachers:
Share your expertise! g THE SENG SUMMIT

SENG Summit 2009
July 17th19th
Orlando Airport Marriott

Special FLAG strand proposals
now being accepted!

See pages 101 for complete details!




Report by Stephanie D&wvargiades p .
FLAG Board Parent Liaison a r e I I S O e 1 e
Email: stdemarais@mindspring.com

Being the parent of a gifted child comes with many responsibilities; one of which is thtarfate Finding
others who share the daily trials and tribulations that you undoubtedly traverse is a both a relief and means of support.
To be effective, an organization must have a clear vision and mission. Members must be credible and willing to assist the
community at large (Berger). Effective groups require parents to be knowledgeable, organized, and have defined goals
and objectives. An understanding of the organization and structure of their local school system should be realized and
used in all pregplanning stages. Parent advocates should become partners with their schools, and the organization should
introduce itself as helpers to its local school board.

The organization must be willing to work within existing local and state systems, and most importantly be
committed, patient, and persistent. Keeping abreast of all national, state, and local trends in gifted education is an
ongoing effort. Communicating with the membership about these trends is a great way to keep members active and
involved. Finally, learning how to work cooperatively with gifted consultants, legislators, state education groups, and
other parent groups locally and nationally is a sign of a mature advocacy organization.

Parent advocates for gifted students must learn to wawith the bureaucracy: remember that it is bigger than
you are! Become a partner and work to make change from within!

Parent Groups for the Gifted in Florida

STATE -WIDE ORGANIZATIONS

Florida Gifted Network _(FGN)
Discussion forumhttp:/floridagiftednet.org/forum/index.php
Yahoo forumhttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/floridagiftednet/
Temporary Contact: Terry Wilson twilson@floridagiftednet.org

COUNTY/LOCAL GROUPS

Broward County Gifted Advisory
Website: http://qifted.browardeducation.com/
Yahoo discussion groupttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/BrowardCountyGifted/join
Chair: Nagarajan Kanndmowardcountygac@yahoo.com

Citrus Organization for the Gifted
Website:http://www.citrusgifted.org/
Emailcitrusgifted@yahoo.com

Flagler Gifted Support Network
Website: http://www.flagler.k12.fl.us/fgsn/FGSN/Welcome.html
Co-chairs: Jane Sbhordoiene.sbordone@gmail.co Danielle ScarcelBscarcelone@yahool.com

GACH, Inc.: Gifted Advocacy Council of Hillsborough  -Tampa
Website: http://www.gachflorida.org/
President: Stephanie Georgiagessident@GACHFIlorida.org

Highlands Advanced Academics Parent Network  HAAPN
Website:http://home.comcast.net/~advancedacademics/
Yahoo Discussion Groufttp://highlandsparentnetwork.com/about.html

PAGES of Hernando County : Partners Allied for Gifted Education
and Support

Website: http://www.pagesofhernando.org/

President: Cindy Gustafs@@indy@PAGESofHernando.org

SEPTA- Seminole County Exceptional Education PTA
Website: http://www.seminolesepta.org/
Contact: Kathy Accurs&accurso@cfl.rr.com
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